
 
Kankakee   Valley   Middle   School   

Return   to   Learn   Plan   2020-2021   Parent   Information  
 

Morning   Arrival   and   Afternoon   Dismissal  

All  students  who  ride  a  bus  to  and  from  school  will  be  expected  to  wear  a  mask  and  sit  in  an  assigned  seat  at                         
all   times   while   on   the   bus.  
 
Mornings  will  look  differently  to  start  the  2020-2021  school  year.  Students  will  be  allowed  to  enter  the                  
building  at 7:10  AM  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday .  It  is 7:30  on  Wednesday .  Students  who                  
ride  the  bus  will  be  dropped  off  on  the  West  side  of  the  building.  Parents  who  wish  to  drop  their  child  off  at                        
school  will  do  so  in  the  Drop  Off/Pick  Up  lane  on  the  East  side  of  the  school.  We  ask  that  all  parents  enter                        
from  Highway  10  on  the  South  side  of  the  school  and  drive  North  and  follow  the  signs.  Parents  should  form                     
ONE  line  along  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  school.  Please  pull  up  nose  to  tail  along  the entire  length  of  the                       
sidewalk  to  facilitate  an  efficient  drop  off  process.  Parents  should  not  use  the  West  access  road  near  the                   
solar   field   as   that   entrance   and   exit   will   be   for   school   bus   use   only   before   and   after   school.   
 
Upon  entering  the  school,  all  students  and  staff  will  be  expected  to  wear  masks  per  the  Governor’s  and                   
Jasper  County  Health  Department’s  order.  Students  will  be  expected  to  walk  with  a  purpose,  always  on  the                  
RIGHT    side   of   the   hallways,   and   not   congregate   on   the   way   to   their   locker   and   first   period   class.   
 
Those  students  who  want  breakfast  may  stop  by  the  cafeteria  serving  line  for  a  grab-and-go  breakfast                 
($1.45)  to  enjoy  in  their  first  period  classroom.  All  other  students  should  proceed  directly  to  their  locker  or                   
first  period  class.  Students  will  not  be  allowed  to  congregate  in  the  hallways  and  must  always  practice                  
appropriate   social   distancing   at   6   feet   from   other   students   and   staff.   
 
Students  will  report  to  their  first  period  class  where  the  teachers  will  be  monitoring  the  hallways  and  their                   
classrooms  at  the  door.  Students  should  always  practice  social  distancing  and  wear  their  masks  while  in                 
school.   
 
Students  who  ride  the  bus  in  the  afternoon  will  be  dismissed  in  an  orderly  fashion  and  expected  to  walk                    
directly  to  their  assigned  bus.  There  will  be  no  congregating  or  waiting  on  others  before  exiting  the  building,                   
on  the  sidewalks,  or  in  the  bus  pick  up  area.  Movement  will  be  purposeful  on  their  way  to  the  buses.  While                      
on  the  bus,  students  will  sit  in  assigned  seats  and  be  expected  to  wear  their  masks  until  they  exit  the  bus  at                       
their   designated   stop.   
 
Parent  pick  up  will  be  on  the  East  side  of  the  building  along  the  curb.  Parents  will  be  expected  to  pull  up  in                        
the  order  they  arrive  all  the  way  to  the  SE  end  of  the  sidewalk.  Once  your  child  has  entered  your  car,  please                       
exit  cautiously  as  we  anticipate  this  will  be  a  very  busy  and  congested  area.  We  ask  that  you  keep  the  line                      
moving   as   expeditiously   as   possible.    This   procedure   will   mirror   our   morning   drop   off   procedure.  
 
Please   see   a   map   of   the   school   at   the   end   of   this   document.  

 

Hallways,   Lockers,   Backpacks,   and   Supplies  

Students  will  always  walk  on  the  right  side  of  the  hall  with  purpose  to  their  destination.  Because  of  social                    
distancing   they   should   not   be   walking   side   by   side.    Masks   are   required   for   all   students   and   staff.   
 



 

Students  will  be  encouraged  to  use  their  lockers  as  little  as  possible.  Students  will  be  permitted  to  access                   
their  lockers  before  school,  at  lunch  and  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Students  are  encouraged  to  use  a  backpack                     
throughout   the   school   day.    Teachers   will   designate   areas   in   their   room   for   backpacks   during   class   time.   
 
Lockers  will  be  assigned  in  Skyward.  Sixth  graders  will  know  their  locker  numbers  and  combinations  on                 
August  7.  Seventh  and  Eighth  graders  will  have  their  locker  assignments  and  combinations  posted  to                
Skyward   by   August   11.  
 
Students  should  be  prepared  to  carry  their  Chromebooks,  textbooks,  and  school  supplies  with  them  in  their                 
backpacks.   
 
New  water  bottle  filling  stations  have  been  installed  throughout  the  school.  Students  will  be  permitted  to                 
carry   water   bottles   with   them   throughout   the   school   day.   

 

Masks  

At  KVMS  we  are  a  community  who  looks  out  for  each  other  and  does  things  in  a  selfless  manner  to  protect                      
the  health  and  safety  of  all.  All  students  and  staff  will  be  expected  to  wear  masks  upon  entering  the  school                     
building   and   throughout   the   school   day.   

Exceptions   will   be:   
● in   band   with   appropriate   social   distancing.   
● in   choir   with   individually   assigned   face   shields   and   with   appropriate   social   distancing.  
● in  physical  education  class  when  engaging  in  vigorous  activity  or  with  appropriate  social  distancing               

while   outside.  
● while  eating  breakfast  in  their  classroom,  when  drinking  from  their  water  bottle,  and  while  eating                

lunch   in   the   cafeteria   with   appropriate   social   distancing.  

 

Classroom   Precautions  

Teachers  will  arrange  their  classrooms  so  that  all  student  desks  are  facing  in  the  same  direction.  Every  effort                   
will  be  made  to  space  student  desks  as  far  apart  as  possible  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  unused  student                     
desks.  Desks  will  also  have  plastic  dividers  at  each  location  to  create  a  personal  learning  space  for  all                   
students.  Teachers  will  utilize  a  spray  disinfectant  at  the  end  of  each  class  on  all  student  desks  and  common                    
surfaces.  The  disinfectant  will  dry  in  approximately  3  minutes.  Students  will  be  asked  to  socially  distance  in                  
the   classroom   while   the   teacher   is   using   the   disinfectant.  
 
Masks  will  be  worn  at  all  times  unless  the  teacher  can  create  an  environment  where  appropriate  social                  
distancing  can  be  maintained  and  short  breaks  can  be  given.  Teachers  will  be  encouraged  to  utilize  outdoor                  
spaces  for  class,  weather  permitting,  to  allow  for  appropriate  social  distancing.  Seating  charts  will  be                
maintained   in   the   event   contact   tracing   is   necessary.   

 

Cafeteria   Precautions    

Students  should  wear  their  masks  at  all  times  except  when  eating.  Extra  tables  have  been  added  to  the                   
cafeteria  so  we  can  reduce  the  number  of  seats  at  each  table.  Students  will  be  expected  to  find  a  seat  in  the                       
cafeteria  when  dismissed  to  lunch.  Students  will  select  their  own  seats  with  seating  limitations  in  the                 



 

cafeteria.  On  Friday,  August  14,  staff  will  record  student  locations  in  the  cafeteria  into  a  seating  chart  and                   
that   will   be   each   student’s   “assigned”   seat   for   the   foreseeable   future.   
 
Students  will  be  dismissed  by  a  staff  member  to  the  serving  lines  in  groups  of  tables  and  at  all  times                     
practicing  appropriate  social  distancing  and  wearing  their  masks  while  waiting  in  lines.  There  will  be  two                 
school  menu  serving  lines  and  one  a  la  carte  serving  line.  Students  will  ONLY  choose  one  line  to  enter  and                     
will  select  ALL  their  desired  items  in  one  trip.  Food  items  will  be  individually  wrapped  and  distributed  by                   
cafeteria   staff.    Serving   lines   will   be   closed   after   all   students   have   passed   through   once.   
 
After  exiting  the  serving  lines,  students  will  return  directly  to  their  “assigned”  seats.  While  eating  their  lunch                  
students  are  encouraged  to  place  their  masks  in  their  pockets,  NOT  on  the  table.  When  students  are  done                   
eating  they  will  be  expected  to  wear  their  masks.  At  the  end  of  lunch  students  will  be  dismissed  by  a  staff                      
member  in  an  orderly  fashion  to  return  their  trays  and  dispose  of  any  trash  before  exiting  the  cafeteria  and                    
returning   to   their   next   class.   

 

Emergency   Drills  

We  are  required  to  have  1  fire  drill  per  month,  1  lockdown/safety  drill  per  semester,  and  1  tornado/storm  drill                    
per   semester  
 
We   will   have   staggered   exit   times   and/or   staggered   drills,   so   we   can   maintain   social   distancing.   

 

Virtual   Open   House   Back-to   School   Night   August   12  

We  will  not  be  hosting  an  in  person  Back-to  School  Night  for  the  safety  of  our  community.  KVMS  teachers                    
will  be  recording  video  messages  introducing  themselves  and  their  content  as  well  as  outlining  expectations,                
grading,  and  ways  to  communicate  with  them.  These  video  messages  will  be  posted  to  your  child’s                 
Schoology  class  page  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Wednesday,  August  12.  Please  sit  down  with  your  child  to                     
view  these  messages  to  get  to  know  their  teachers.  If  you  wish  to  individually  conference  with  your  child’s                   
teachers  please  either  contact  them  by  their  prescribed  method  or  contact  KVMS  Guidance  Counselors  Mrs.                
Niewoehner   (Pods   62/72/82)   or   Mrs.   Coldiron   (Pods   61/71/81)   at   219-987-8810.  

 

Extra   curricular   events   

Extra  curricular  events  such  as  sports  and  performance  music  (Band/Choir/Orchestra)  will  be  held  with               
spectator  capacity  at  50%  for  each  venue.  More  information  will  be  released  as  we  get  closer  to  these                   
events.    Masks   will   be   required   at   all   indoor   events   for   all   attendees.   

 

Parents,   Visitors,   and   Dropping   Off   Items  

Visitors  to  the  school  will  be  expected  to  wear  a  mask  at  all  times  while  inside  the  building.  If  you  are                      
dropping  something  off  for  your  child,  you  will  enter  the  vestibule  and  notify  the  office.  You  will  be  directed  to                     
label  the  item  with  your  child’s  name  and  leave  it  on  the  table  outside  of  the  office.  Staff  will  then  retrieve  the                       
item   and   get   it   to   the   student.    No   one   will   be   permitted   beyond   the   office   complex   during   the   school   day.   



 

 
If  a  visitor  is  pre  arranged  and  is  not  a  regular  attending  employee  of  KVMS  they  will  be  subject  to  a                      
temperature   screen   and   COVID-19   screening   questions.  

 

Health   and   Attendance  

An   email   was   sent   to   all   KVMS   families   on   August   6.   Highlights   from   that   email   are   as   follows:  
● Parents  must  self-check  their  child  every  morning  before  leaving  for  school.  Staff  will  be  doing  the                 

same   of   themselves.  
● No   fevers   of   100.4*   or   higher   will   be   permitted.  
● According  to  the  Indiana  Department  of  Health  link  here ,  we  ask  that  you  refer  to  the  COVID-19                  

screening   for   parents   and   if   they   exhibit   other   signs   of   illness,   please   keep   them   home.   
● Were  you  in  close  contact  (within  6  feet  for  more  than  15  minutes)  with  anyone  confirmed  with                  

COVID-19  within  the  last  two  weeks?  If  the  answer  is  yes,  DO  NOT  send  your  child  to  school.                   
Instead,   begin   isolation   of   your   child   and   contact   your   healthcare   provider.   

● Please   contact   the   KVMS   Attendance   office   to   report   ALL   absences.    219-987-8810  
● Return  to  school  guidelines  were  also  sent  via  email  on  August  6.  If  you  should  have  any  questions,                   

please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  the  school  nurse,  the  health  department,  or  your  healthcare                
provider.   

 
If  your  child  will  be  absent,  we  ask  that  you  please  call  the  school  and  report  that  absence  at  your  earliest                      
convenience.    There   will   be   no   automated   attendance   calls   this   year   when   your   child   is   absent.   
 
We  will  not  be  recording  or  presenting  perfect  attendance  awards  this  school  year.  We  want  to  protect  the                   
KVMS   community,   so   stay   home   if   you   are   not   feeling   well.   

 

Miscellaneous  

● Students   are   not   to   be   sent   out   in   the   hallway   to   work   independently   without   teacher   supervision   
● Bathroom/hall   passes   will   be   kept   to   a   minimum  
● No   dances   at   this   time  
● No   field   trips   at   this   time   
● Drinking   fountains   are   disabled,   except   for   the   bottle   fill   stations,   students   can   carry   water   bottles  
● All   masks   need   to   be   appropriate   and   follow   the   KVMS   dress   code.  
● How   will   students   be   disciplined   for   taking   their   masks   off   or   refusing   to    wear   them?  

Progressive  discipline  that  is  rooted  in  teaching  and  child  development  will  be  used  in  response  to  a  student’s  refusal  to                     
wear  a  mask.  Student’s  will  be  reminded  about  why  it  is  important  to  wear  a  mask  in  certain  situations  and  instructed  in                       
empathetic  responses  to  others’  use  of  masks.  Continued  refusal  of  wearing  a  mask  when  required  will  require  a  transition                    
to   remote   learning.   

 
 

Virtual   Learners  

Virtual  learners  will  be  contacted  prior  to  August  12  by  our  KVMS  Virtual  Learning  Coordinator  Mrs.  Erica                  
Plotner.  Students  will  be  given  login  information  for  the  Edmentum  PLATO  platform  as  well  as  the  process                  
for   contacting   Mrs.   Plotner   and   available   opportunities   for   assistance   at   that   time.  



 

 
Virtual  Learners  are  still  eligible  to  receive  a  daily  Breakfast  and  Lunch  under  the  National  School  Lunch                  
Program.  Your  student  will  be  charged  for  what  eligibility  they  are  on  our  system.  Please  refer  to  your  Family                    
Access  under  Food  Service  to  find  your  students  PRICE  CATEGORY  for  the  school  year.  If  you  have  not                   
filled  out  an  application  for  benefits  and  believe  you  qualify,  please  fill  out  an  application  online.  If  you  have                    
more  than  one  student  at  different  schools,  you  can  pick  up  at  one  school  for  your  convenience.  Please  refer                    
to  our  menus  under  LUNCH  MENU  for  each  school  to  see  what  daily  choices  we  are  offering.  We  ask  that                     
you  fill  out  an  online  order  the  day  before  for  next  day  pick  up.  Starting  Monday,  August  10,  you  can  find  the                       
order  form  on  our  website,  under  each  school's  LUNCH  MENU  tab.  If  this  service  is  something  you're                  
interested  in,  please  let  our  Food  Service  Department  know  by  contacting  Michelle  Flick,  Director  of  Food                 
Services  at  219-987-4711  ext.  1117  or  1118  or  email mflick@kv.k12.in.us .  This  will  allow  us  to  better  prepare                  
and   serve   our   virtual   learners.   
 
PICK   TIMES   AND   LOCATION   PER   SCHOOL:  
 
WES   Door   6   between   10:30   to   10:45  
 
DES   Door   10   between   10:30   to   10:45  
 
KVIS   Door   8   between   10:30   to   10:45  
 
KVMS   Door   5   between   10:45   to   10:00  
 
KVHS   Door   13   between   9:45   to   10:00  
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